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ADVERTISEMENT
OCCIDENTAL GRAND ARUBA

Splendidly situated on Aruba's Palm Beach, surrounded by bountiful shade palms and white
sands. With 398 rooms and suites, 7 restaurants, 4 bars and 1 pool, this newly renovated resort
features uncommon luxury amenities, fine dining, casino and an experienced staff to bring all of
your meeting plans to life. Click here for more details.

International Intelligence

Blazing an International Incentive Trail

By Alison Hall

For the 14th year, a group of international incentive travel buyers and suppliers
gathered for two days of intense networking and information-sharing at the
exclusive Trailblazers Marketplace. The annual event is presented by a
partnership of national tourist organizations that extend invitations to both
buyers and suppliers. After a couple of name changes and a few changes in
country membership since its beginnings in the early 1990s, Trailblazers is now
set at six countries: Britain, Canada, Denmark, Ireland, Monaco, and
Switzerland.

Fairmont Le Chateau Frontenac played historic host to the meeting in July,
giving attendees an elegant front-row seat to Québec City’s 400th anniversary
party, happening throughout 2008. Perched atop the lovely walled city and
overlooking the St. Lawrence River, the Grande Dame opened in 1893 with
170 rooms (at $3/night!) and now offers 620 individually decorated guest rooms
and 14 meeting rooms.

Trailblazers attendees heard quick updates from the six incentive destinations
at an opening ceremony. The next day, buyers from incentive houses met with
the suppliers. Naturally, much of the talk focused on budgets. The consensus,
however, was that “buyers still want to buy,”in the words of Paula Carroll,
director of sales and marketing at Ashford Castle in County Mayo, Ireland. But
it's taking creativity on both sides to make it happen.

All the more reason for face-to-face events where the suppliers from a
destination can work together to help buyers build programs. “The Trailblazers
committee does so much work,” said Tracy Norum, CMP, vice president and
general manager, Fox Premier Meetings and Incentives, Oshkosh, Wis.
“Everything is so well thought-out. The appointments are all about sharing
information and forming new partnerships, and at the social functions these
partnerships turn into friendships. It’s really an honor and a privilege to be
here.”
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ALL INCLUSIVE RESORT ADVERTISEMENT
RIVIERA MAYA, MEXICD ROYAL HIDEAWAY PLAYACAR

For the most discriminating events that combine the best in meeting facilities with opulent

2 ‘ personalized service. A AAA 5 Diamond resort, nestled along the Riviera Maya, boasting over 2
" A staff members per room to ensure infinite indulgence. Our staff is perpetually attentive to your

e

meeting needs with unrivaled service. Click here for more details.

i R

Across Cultures
What's Up in Canada, Europe? Variety

Incentive travel planners attending the 14th annual, invitation-only Trailblazers
Marketplace in Québec City last month received quick updates from the six
incentive destinations in attendance: Britain, Canada, Denmark, Ireland,

OCCIDENTAL GRAND Monaco, and Switzerland.
x{ﬁﬂ

ADVERTISEMENT
OCCIDENTAL GRAND XCARET

Exuding the amazing Mayan culture, this 769 rooms and suites resort provides a convention
center and state of the art facilities to host any event. With 11 restaurants, 9 bars and 5 pools,
it's 50 minutes from Cancun's International airport and next to the world renown eco-
archeological Xcaret Park (one FREE pass included per guest). Click here for more details.

Where in the World ...

Singapore Emerging as Asian Cruise Hub

The Asian cruise industry is exploding, with the number of cruise passengers
forecast to increase by 44 percent by 2010 and 88.79 percent by 2015 (2.02
million passengers) over 2005 numbers. Singapore is poised to become the
industry’s hub, doubling its number of cruise berths when the new International
Cruise Terminal at Marina South opens in 2010, according to Aloysius Arlando,
assistant chief executive, Business Travel & Meetings, Incentives, Conventions
& Exhibitions Group, Singapore Tourism Board.

The new terminal will accommodate Genesis-class ships, which are the largest
ships being built. It will complement the current two berths at the Singapore
Cruise Centre at HarbourFront, with easy access to other parts of Singapore,
including the Changi International Airport, which is a 20-minute drive.

Recognizing the growth potential, cruise operators are offering a wide range of
itineraries that include Greater China, South Korea, Japan, and Southeast
Asia. Several of the world’s leading cruise lines, including Star Cruises, Royal
Caribbean International, Costa Cruises, P&O Princess, and Silversea Cruises
have made Singapore their home port in Asia.

For a first-hand report on what else is new in Singapore, read our On Location.

ADVERTISEMENT

ALL-INCLUSIVE

LUXLRY RESORT %
COSTA RICA =

OCCIDENTAL GRAND PAPAGAYO

Located in the unspoiled natural scenery of Costa Rica's ecologically diverse Northern Pacific
coastline, a breathtaking backdrop to the striking vistas of the Bay of Papagayo. With 169
rooms and suites, 4 restaurants, 2 bars and 1 pool, this resort offers top meeting facilities in the
heart of paradise. Click here for mare details.
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About This Newsletter

To unsubscribe from this newsletter go to: Unsubscribe
To subscribe to this newsletter, go to: Subscribe

For information on advertising in this newsletter, please contact Rob Shore at (212) 462-3668 or by e-

mail at rob.shore@penton.com

For information on classified advertising in The Product and Services Center in The Meetings Group's
five magazines, contact Cynthia Foristel at (203) 358-4378, cynthia.foristel@penton.com..

You are subscribed to this newsletter as #email#

To get this newsletter in a different format (Text or HTML), or to change your e-mail address, please visit
your profile page to change your delivery preferences.

For questions concerning delivery of this newsletter, please contact our Customer Service Department
at:

MeetingsNet

A Penton Media publication

US Toll Free: 866-505-7173

International: 847-763-9504

Email:meetingsnet@pbinews.com

Penton Media | 249 W. 17th Street | New York, NY 10011

Copyright 2008, Penton Media. All rights reserved. This article is protected by United States copyright
and other intellectual property laws and may not be reproduced, rewritten, distributed, re-disseminated,
transmitted, displayed, published or broadcast, directly or indirectly, in any medium without the prior
written permission of Penton Media.
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